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Definitions

DECLARATION OF MAJOR POLICIES

Environmenta concerns encompass the protection of the natura environment and the
regulation of the human environment in ways that maintain and enhance the qudity of life
and the sense of wdll-being of the occupants of the Didtrict.

The Environmental Protection Element responds to urban growth, change, renewal, and
the demands of the Didtrict’s economic development and public facilities programs.

The Didrict has made Sgnificant progress in dedling with the pollution of its environment.

The qudity of the totd environment depends on how environmenta protection efforts are
discharged and how they relate to other Didrict activities and prograns.

(&  Thefuture envisoned for the Didrict is hospitable to postive growth and change in
a protected and enhanced environment; and

(b) It is dso vitd that the cost of environmenta protection programs be balanced
againg the benefits to be gained by their implementation.

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION GOAL

It is the god of the Didrict to protect the environment, to resst thredts to its overal
qudity, to act, to maintain and enhance its positive features in the interest of residents,
workers, and vigtors, and to protect resdentid communities from identified environmenta
hazards by implementing controls that prevent adverse impacts from incompatible uses.
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The Digtrict supports the objectives of the companion Federa Environment Element and
efforts to implement it.

IMPROVING WATER QUALITY

The objectives of improving water qudity are to improve the quality of weater in the rivers
and greams of the Didrict to meet public hedth and water qudity standards, and to
maintain physica, chemicd, and biologica integrity of these watercourses for multiple
uses, including recreation.

The policies established in support of improving the water quality objectives are as
follows

(8  Provide for adequate trestment of sewage through continuing efforts and
Subgtantia capita investments needed to ensure an adequate level of sewage
trestment and to provide sufficient trestment capacity to serve future devel opment
needs and consumption patterns;

(b)  Minimize overflows of untrested sewage from the combined sewerage system;

(©  Prevent further sedimentation of stream beds and valeys wherever possible;

(d)  Reducewater pollution resulting from point and non-point sources,

(e Implement dl cog-€effective means of reducing the volume of sewage requiring
treatment;

® Promote water conservation;

(9 Protect and restore wetlands, develop recreational access to our waterways, and
protect and expand the emerging fisheries resource; and

(h) Initiate a program of testing for lead in each residentid property and in any facility

that provides water for drink or food preparation, and develop a program for the
replacement of lead pipes.

IMPROVING AIR QUALITY

The objective of improving ar qudity isto improve the qudity of ar in the Didrict and the
region so as to meet public health and environmenta standards.

The policies established in support of the improving ar qudity objective are asfollows.
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Maintain and enforce the air qudity implementation programs of the Didrict, which
at least equd the Nationa Ambient Air Quality Standards;

Strive for full regiond acceptance and atainment of appropriate air qudity
standards;

Promote land use patterns and transportation services which decrease reliance on
automobiles for commuting and other routine trips.  (Measures which reduce
dependence on automobiles for a sgnificant number of trips are essentid to a
reduction of regiond air pollution. Clustering of residences, shopping, and work
places where they can be served efficiently by Metrorail or frequent bus service
promotes this essentia independence.);

Evauate potentid air quality emissons related to new and expanded development
in the Didtrict, including those needed to provide municipa services, such as water
supply and treatment, to ensure that adequate controls are implemented for
avoiding deterioration of air quaity concentrations,

Develop and implement a radon testing program to be made available to each
resdent at anomind fee

Require standards for asbestos abatement work in the Didtrict, including licensing
and ingpection, to ensure adequate protection of the hedth and safety of asbestos
abatement workers and commercia and residentia occupants of buildings where
ashestos abatement work is performed;

Promote the use of dternative fuels, carpooling, mass transportation, bicycles; and
other means to reduce the use of automobiles and resulting air pollution; and

Upon evidence of an dleged violation of the nationd ambient air quaity standards,
the Department of Consumer and Regulatory Affairs (“DCRA”) shdl investigate
within ten (10) days and, if DCRA finds a violation, shdl issue and make available
to the public within thirty (30) days a written report of its investigation of the
violaion which shal include documenting evidence and recommendations.

SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT

The objective for solid waste management is to develop safe and effective methods for
reducing, collecting, recycling, and disposing of solid waste and sewage dudge.

The policies established in support of the solid waste management objective are as
follows

@

Develop and implement a reidble program of solid waste and dudge management
that is cos-effective, environmentally sound, and fully coordinated with dl
responsible jurisdictions and regulatory  bodies;
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(b) Ensure rdiable, adequate refuse collection from resdences, busness
establishments, and other facilities;

(©  Encourage the recovery and recycling of solid waste and sewage dudge materids,
for both the public and private sectors, through  appropriate regulatory,
management, and marketing strategies,

(d)  Promote the development of cost-effective and environmentaly sound techniques
to extract energy from wastes, including dudge; and

(69 Devdop an effective public education program to encourage resdents and
businesses to reduce litter and promote recycling.

The Department of Public Works shdl enforce adopted noise regulations pertaining to the
operation of solid waste hauling equipment in or near residentia neighborhoods by limiting
vehicular operating permits to the restricted hours and locations set forth in the regulations.

Prohibit the siting of Solid Waste/Trash Transfer Stations in, adjacent to, or near (within
500 feet) of any other use. All such facilities should possess vaid (permanent) Certificates

of Occupancy and any other necessary operating permits.

PROTECTING THE QUALITY OF THE LAND AREAS

The objective for protecting the qudity of the land aress is to protect the overdl
environmenta quaity of the Didrict's land areas by preventing further soil erosion,
promoting the restoration of eroded areas, and enforcing prohibitions againgt illega
dumping and other destructive practices.

The policies established in support of the protecting the quality of the land areas objective
are asfollows:

@ Regulate land development activities to protect naturd feetures, prevent further soil
eroson, and prohibit congtruction practices which produce unstable soil and
hillsde conditions;

(b)  Maintain public space in amanner that prevents soil eroson;

(© Ensure that public congruction activities do not result in the loss of naturd fegtures
or in soil erasion and ungtable hillsde conditions;

(d) Exercise specid care for fragile naturd features, particularly the Anacodtia River
wetlands, and execute corrective action to combat erosion of stream banks and to
prevent ponding, sltation, and accumulation of debris;
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Maintain street trees, promptly replace trees that have died or been destroyed,
and encourage community groups and individua residents to assigt the program of
protecting and maintaining street trees;

Ensure public access to waterfront areas and protect and enhance their aesthetic
and recregtiond qudities,

Enforce the prohibition againg illegd dumping and littering and ensure that vacant
lots and abandoned buildings are maintained free from debris through adequate
funding of regulatory programs and public education campaigns,

Encourage the planting and retention of private trees through planning, zoning,
building regulation; and any discretionary governmental action, and ensure the
prompt remova of dying trees (or diseased portions thereof); and

Encourage flexibility by Didrict government officids in the standards required for
Street/gutter/curb/sdewak improvements. The flexibility should meet the need for
the improvements while respecting the environment (as opposed to inflexibility that
only meets the standards without regard to environmentad effects).

ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH AND SANITATION

The environmenta hedth and sanitation objective is to promote public hedth and
sanitation through the enactment and enforcement of regulations regarding food storage
and handling, rodent control, dimination of rubbish pileups on vacant property; transport
and digposd of harmful biologica, chemicd, and radioactive materids, and noise
abatement.

The policies established in support of the environmenta health and sanitation objective are
asfollows

@

(b)

(©

Provide an adequate regulatory and enforcement program for food handling and
gorage by maintaining a strong Didtrict program of restaurant and food service
ingpection to protect the public hedth, with exceptions through specid regulations
for cottage (home-based) businesses such as catering; Provided, that the
businesses meet the requirements and regulations for home office occupetions,

Continue and strengthen the successful “War on Rats’ program of corrective
actions and public education, adequate trash and refuse collection services,
enforcement of anti-littering regulations, and encourage private businesses to keep
adjacent public space clean and to provide trash receptacles,

Deveop, implement, and maintain programs to manage the use, handling,
transportation, storage and digposa of harmful chemicad, biologicd, and
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radioactive materids (hospital wastes, radioactive materids used in research and
medica treatment, hazardous organic and inorganic chemicads are of specid
concern) including expanded enforcement of locad  regulaions and the
edtablishment of atraining program on the handling of hazardous materials and on

emergency planning;

Strengthen and enforce the noise control laws, including those regulating motor
vehide and public assambly noise, and inform citizens of ther rights to file
complaints againg violators of these laws,

Develop a program to safely collect and dispose of household hazardous wastes,
including batteries, paints, household cleaners, and other harmful wastes generated
by resdentid properties, and

Provide an adequate regulatory and enforcement program to minimize perpetua
sources of noise, whether a or above ground leve, and to require that sound
barriers, especidly on roofs, should be placed between sources of noise and

people living or working in nearby buildings.

CONSERVING WATER

The conserving water objective is to promote water conservation in order to ensure
adequate supplies of potable water at al times and reduce water and sewage treatment
costs and effluent dischargesto therivers.

The policies established in support of the conserving water objective are asfollows:.

@

(b)

(©

Practice water conservation in dl Digtrict government facilities and operations and
promote conservation by businesses, the federa government, and the generd
public;

Eliminate leskage in the water digtribution system and maintain thet system in good
order; and

Require that new congtruction or substantial repair of residentid or commercia
kitchen, bathroom, and laundry facilities include plumbing fixtures which conserve
water as part of the new congtruction or renovation.

CONSERVING ENERGY
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The consarving energy objective isto promote efforts to achieve and maintain efficient use
of energy, sufficient energy supplies, and the maximum use possible of plentiful energy
SOUrces.

The policies established in support of the general conserving energy objective are as

follows

(@  Promote efficient use and management of nonrenewable energy resources through
aseries of incentives, initiatives, and mandates;

(b) Foder the devedlopment of dternative energy resources and systems that will
reduce the dependence on imported energy, provide opportunities for economic
and community development, and benefit the quality of the environment;

(0 Deveop and sustain a cooperative process in which energy consumers, energy
providers, and the government will continue to plan and execute actions designed
to achieve a secure and affordable energy future;

(d)  Minimizethe posshility of energy shortages and resulting hardships, and

(e  Reducetheimpact of rigng energy costs on those members of the community least

able to afford them.

The policies established for land use and zoning in support of the consarving energy
objective are asfollows:

@

(b)

(©

(d)

Review and amend building codes and zoning ordinances where appropriate so
they do not inadvertently act as barriers to the ingtalation and gpplication of energy
efficiency and solar and renewable resource measures,

Develop an gppropriate mix of economic incentives to encourage the use of energy
efficiency and renewable energy techniques in the private sector. Regulatory
techniques for achieving energy efficient land use development should be baanced
with a program of incentives,

Include energy efficiency consderation and solar and renewable dternate energy
concepts in appropriate zoning, land use, and building regulatory processes.
Building and dte dedgns should be consgent with energy efficiency
consderations;

Provide the Didrict’'s planners, architects, and engineers with the necessary
training to incorporate energy efficiency and solar and renewable energy concepts
into their work. Planners, architects, and engineers with the responsbility for
enforcing the land development regulations should be trained in the principles and
practices of energy applications to integrate energy condderations with the land
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development processes so that future building construction will incorporate energy
efficient design techniques, and

Recognize the importance of the building height limitation to solar energy
development.

FOOD PRODUCTION AND URBAN GARDENS

The food production and urban gardens objective is to improve the qudity of life of the
citizens of the Didlrict by encouraging the cultivation of produce gardens on public and
private land.

The policies established in support of the food production and urban gardens objective

are asfollows:

(8  Encourage citizensto plant backyard gardens,

(b)  Encourage citizens to cultivate community gardens and encourage and dlow
rooftop gardens, where feasible;

(© Inventory publicly and privately owned tracts of land that are suitable for
cultivation and, after a Ste assessment, make suitable land available to citizens,

(d)  Encourage the development of a series of food buying clubs to encourage
resdents to shop wisely and sdect nutritious foods;

(60  Enhance the cgpability of the Cooperative Extenson Service of the University of
the Didrict of Columbiato provide technical assistance and research in the form of
educationad materias and programs for citizen gardening efforts;

® Enhance the capability of private nonprofit community gardening organizations to
provide technical assstance in the organization and development of community
gardens,

9 Encourage the Board of Education to make appropriate portions of buildings and
grounds available for community gardens, and to use buildings and grounds for
ingructiona programs in science and gardening classes that prepare students for
agriculture-related businesses, such as landscaping and restaurant produce supply
and, therefore, lessen unemployment;

(hy  Encourage summer employment programs operated by the Didtrict government to
participate in community gardening;

() Mohbilize private sector and foundation support for community gardening projects,

and
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Encourage the creation and maintenance of produce marketsin dl quadrants of the
Didtrict to provide outlets for community gardens and other producers.

REDUCING THE IMPACT OF AIRCRAFT NOISE

The reduction of the impact of arcraft noise objective is to promote interior noise level
reductions in arees affected by high arcraft noise with measurements of sixty-five (65)
Day-Night Average Sound Leve (Ldn) or higher.

The policies established in support of the reduction of the impact of arcraft noise
objective are asfollows:

@

(b)

Support modification of the zoning regulations and maps to provide support for the
establishment of the Washington Nationd Airport Noise Impact Area (“Noise
Impact Ared’), which shdl include dl land within the Didtrict that fdls within the
gxty-five (65) Ldn and higher noise contours, upon being mapped for the
Washington Nationa Airport Magter Plan by the Metropolitan Washington
Airports Authority and approved by the Federd Aviation Adminigtration. Only
new condruction within the Noise Impact Area shal be required to comply with
interior noise level reduction sandards st forth in the Federd Aviation
Adminigration's Advisory Circular Number 150-5020-1, issued on August 5,
1983, entitled “Noise Control and Compatibility Planning for Airports” The
development of interior noise level reduction stlandards shal be coordinated with
gppropriate Didtrict government agencies, and

Support modification of the Congtruction Codes to provide for interior noiseleve
reduction requirements for new condruction within the Washington Nationa
Airport Noise Impact Area as may be mapped by the Zoning Commission. The
interior noise level reduction standards for new congruction within the Noise
Impact Area shal be based on the Federal Aviation Adminigtration’s Advisory
Circular Number 150-5020-1, issued on August 5, 1983, entitled “Noise Control
and Compatibility Planning for Airports.”

REDUCING THE IMPACT OF ELECTROMAGNETIC FIELD RADIATION

It is reasonable to conclude that reducing exposure to dectromagnetic fidds (EMF) at dl
points on the spectrum increases public safety. Doing nothing while waiting for conclusive
evidence about human hedth effects is not a reasonable response to the potentid risks
associated with EMFs.

The policies edtablished in support of reducing the impact of eectromagnetic field
radiation are asfollows:
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The Didrict government officias must incorporate prudent avoidance in decisons
regarding the approval, location and routing, and intengity of dectromagnetic fied
(EMF) generating facilities such as generators, power lines, and antennas; and

Facilities should be located only when and where necessary based on the loca

service needs of property owners, and facilities should be designed using methods
to mitigate, to the greatest extent practicable, involuntary exposures to the public
and adverse effects on park land, public space, and private property.

PUBLIC ACTION

The public action objectives are to provide for adequate funding and coordination of
environmenta protection activities and to properly condder and coordinate the
environmental implications of public actions.

The policies established in support of the public action objectives are as follows.

@

(b)

(©

(d)

(€

®

Provide for public education and the enforcement of statutory requirements relating
to littering, noise control, and similar matters affecting the public. A program of
intensve enforcement is needed to creste greater public acceptance and
compliance with environmenta regulations,

Provide adequate resources for enforcement programs relating to food handling,
rodent control, hazardous materids handling and disposal, noise control, soil
erosion control, and other environmenta hedth and safety concerns,

Provide procedures to assess the environmenta implication of mgor development
projects, including public utility and regiond projects that affect the Didtrict, in a
coordinated manner in accordance with the Large Tract Review Procedures of the
Office of Planning, effective December 12, 1986 (10 DCMR 82300 et seq.). The
program of environmenta assessments should be designed to ensure the inclusion
of pertinent mgjor information about the environment in the coordinated review of
development proposas required by the Plan;

Develop a coordinated environmenta protection program for water and air quality
improvement and other matters of environmental concern with  affected
jurisdictions through appropriate regiond organizations and entities;

Continue to provide direct financial assstance to households, recognizing thet
persons with low and fixed incomes often pay a disproportionate share of their
income for energy and recognizing that government and utility-sponsored
ass stance programs provide a valuable service;

Expand energy-related technica assstance programs,
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Establish a coordinated energy financing program;

Edtablish a thorough energy management program for dl Didtrict government
agencies. This program should address facilities energy management, vehicle flegt
management, life-cycle costing for the procurement of goods and services, and
employee awareness. Centrd to this program should be the policy that each
agency is responsible for its energy consumption and costs. These efforts should
be supported by necessary training and technica assistance to the agencies,

Continue efforts that enable public and private schools and hospitals in the Digtrict
to undertake energy audits, technica anayses, and the inddlation of energy
conservation measures,

Continue to support an expanded, fully-integrated bus and subway system and
work with the other member jurisdictions of the Washington Metropolitan Area
Trangt Authority to ensure that the Metrorall system is congtructed as planned and
that the Metrorail and bus systems are integrated to provide consstent and religble
service throughout the Nationa Capitd region;

Continue to support transportation aternatives to the one- person automobile (Car
pools, van pools, bicycles, commuter bus service, and jitney bus services will
provide viable means for the movement of people.);

Continue the efforts to improve the traffic Sgndization system;

Promote citizen awareness concerning energy issues, provide afoundation for new
initiatives, and provide a framework which encourages neighborhood-based
educationa and demondtretion initiatives,

Deveop and sustain an expanded community energy information service within the
Didrict government that provides consumers with needed objective and credible
information related to energy techniques and products. Severd education and
information programs are operated by the private sector, public interest groups,
the utilities, and the Digtrict government. These programs need to be coordinated
in order to ensure that up-to-date, thorough information is accessble to the
community in an efficient and effective manner;

Provide technicd assgtance in the development of a program of demongtration
workshops, conferences, and information seminars. Available technica resources
within the public and private sectors should be coordinated and made available to
community organizetions, the school system, and other organizations;

Develop and maintain an on-going energy data program and establish a processing
and reporting system for use by both public and private sector. The establishment
of this data program will provide a central repository and clearinghouse for Didtrict
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energy supply information and consumption data, cost data, projections, and
forecadts. It will assst in supporting the andysis of energy programs and decisons
and will provide a monitoring and dert sysem for Didrict officids and citizens in
the event of energy-related emergencies,

Encourage the use of energy efficiency techniques, load management techniques,
and solar-energy and dterndive-energy technologies to replace the need for
additiona foss| fud-based generation and didtribution facilities,

Continue to explore proposing to the Public Service Commisson rate structure
changes which encourage the efficient use of energy resources. The rates a which
energy services are provided affect not only how that energy is used, but aso the
economic viahility of dternative incentives to providing energy services. Use of
economic incentives and disincentives should aso govern the gpplication of the
rate charges to the various classes of utility ratepayers,

Develop or expand programs to increase public awareness and educeate the youth
from pre-school through high school about the importance of respecting and
protecting the environment now and in the future;

Establish indoor ar quaity policies and programs for both the workplace and
housing to ensure adequate radon testing and abatement procedures,

Upon receipt of an application for a building permit for any action subject to the
environmenta  impact datement requirements of the Didrict of Columbia
Environmenta Policy Act of 1989, effective October 18, 1989 (D.C. Law 8-65;
D.C. Code §6-981), the Mayor shdl do the following

(1)  Send the gpplication to the gppropriate agency for review to determine if
there isasgnificant impact on the environment; and

(20  Simultaneous with sending the gpplication to the appropriate agency, the
Mayor shdl submit an gpplication to an affected ANC and provide an
affected ANC with not less than thirty (30) days to review the
environmental analysis prior to afinding of impact or no impact.

Encourage the Metropolitan Washington Airports Authority to improve airport
operations and reduce arcraft noise reated to Washington Nationa Airport,
especidly affecting neighborhoods dong the Potomac and Anacodtia Rivers, and

Encourage the federd government to reduce noise from the operation of
helicopters operated by federd agencies, especidly over residential areas dong
the Potomac and Anacodtia Rivers and especially  between the hours of 10:00
p.m. and 7:00 am.
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The Depatment of Consumer and Regulatory Affars shall enforce adopted regulations
redricting the time of operation of congtruction equipment and other noise-generating
congtruction activitiesin or near residentia neighborhoods.

DEFINITIONS

The provisions of 8199 of chapter 1 of thistitle and the definitions set forth in that section
shall be incorporated by reference in this section.



